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Commencement address garners national attention
In his May 6 commencement address Gen. Peter Pace, chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff, said to graduating seniors,“You have worked hard, and you have 
absolutely earned the right to start at the bottom.... There’s nothing wrong with that. 
I’ll guarantee you every single admiral and general on active duty today, and a lot of 
the retired guys too, would switch places with any lieutenant or ensign today. Why? 
Because what you are about to do, those of you who are taking your commissions, 
is simply going to be one heck of a ride, and those of us who have walked that path 
before you would do it again in a heartbeat.”

Pace’s address (http://pao.citadel.edu/grad06_GenPeterPace) created a buzz when 
it was rebroadcast on C-SPAN and highlighted by Laura Ingraham’s national radio talk 
show as the best graduation speech ever.

The class of 2006 at a glance
Total number	 397 (364 Men, 33 Women)

Top 3 majors	 Business Administration (129)

	 Criminal Justice (49)

	 Engineering (43)

Commissionees	 146

Marines/Navy	 60

Army	 60

Air Force	 26

Alumni fathers	 35 

Alumni grandfathers	 3

Schmid named Truman Scholar
Last spring Cadet Douglas Schmid was one 

of 75 college juniors nationwide to receive a 
$30,000 fellowship for graduate study as a Truman 
Scholar. Schmid, a political science major with a 
concentration in international affairs, has a 3.9 GPA 
and is the 2006-2007 Charlie Company commander.

He plans to use the fellowship to study at the 
School of Advanced International Studies at Johns 
Hopkins University.

Schmid is a corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserves and plans to be commissioned as a 
Marine officer upon graduation in 2007. He is a 

Citadel Scholar, a member of the Honors Program and the president of The Citadel’s 
Toastmasters chapter. He is also a member of the Phi Kappa Phi honor society, the 
cadet chorale and the varsity track team.




