
MQT, the pilot takes a mission ready evaluation, 

and if he passes—and most do—he becomes an MR 

wingman.  Further evaluations take place until the 

pilot eventually reaches flight instructor status.

In the Air Force, Coln flew F-4 and F-16 jets and 

served as an instructor pilot, a standardization and 

evaluation flight examiner, a fighter weapons school 

instructor and a flight commander.  In 1986, Coln 

separated from the Air Force and joined the South 

Carolina Air National Guard as a tactical fighter 

pilot.  In 1987 while still with the Air National 

Guard, Coln became a pilot for Eastern Airlines.  It 

was while working for Eastern that Coln met Becky 

Fuller, a flight attendant, who would become his 

wife.  In 1989, Coln joined Piedmont Airlines, which 

later became U.S. Airways.  As a commercial pilot, 

he flew the 727, F-28, DC-9, and the 737.  During 

the 15 years he worked as commercial pilot, he was 

on military leave at various times to serve in Desert 

Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and a statutory 

tour with the National Guard Bureau.  

In 2002, Coln joined the Air National 

Guard full-time as the commander 

of the 169th Fighter Wing.  In 

February 2003 during 

Operation Iraqi 

Freedom, Coln served as vice commander and then 

commander of the 379th Air Expeditionary Wing 

in southwest Asia.  With Coln leading them, the 

wing, which incorporated members of McEntire Air 

National Guard Station’s 169th Fighter Wing, flew 

more than 3,500 combat sorties—about 20 percent 

of all sorties flown by coalition air forces.

This year McEntire celebrates 60 years.  The 

2,344-acre base jointly houses the Army National 

Guard and the Air National Guard 169th Fighter 

Wing.  About 25 percent of South Carolina National 

Guardsmen drill at this site.  McEntire falls under 

the jurisdiction of Maj. Gen. Stanhope S. Spears, 

adjutant general of South Carolina and a member 

of The Citadel Board of Visitors.  Brig. Gen. Timothy 

Rush, ’74, serves as the commander of the South 
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