
aircraft.  The plane is 49 feet, 5 inches with a height 

of 16 feet and a wingspan of 32 feet, 8 inches.  It 

will travel at a speed of 1,500 mph with a ceiling 

of more than 50,000 feet.  At a cost of $36 million, 

the F-16’s maneuverability and combat radius (the 

distance an aircraft flies to, during and from combat) 

make it the most advanced fighter jet in the world. 

“The F-16 is a dream airplane to fly,” said Coln.  

Here at McEntire, we have the most modern, 

the most capable F-16s that exist in the Air Force 

inventory.  It is a first-line, frontline combat fighter.  

It has a lot of modern technology on it that is a 

challenge to use.”

A challenge indeed—pilots must be in top 

physical condition to withstand G-forces and to 

perform under strenuous conditions.  They must 

be alert and able to think under pressure, and 

even then something can go wrong.  In April, a 

pilot from Shaw Air Force Base in Sumter, S.C., lost 

consciousness momentarily during a high-G turn.  

While he awoke in time to eject from the aircraft, 

the jet was destroyed when it crashed into the ocean 

about 80 miles northeast of Charleston.

Constant training missions, though, keep pilots in 

peak flight condition and prevent accidents.  These 

take place in special operating airspaces (SOAs) 

over water ranges and overland ranges (military 

operating areas, restricted areas, bombing ranges).  

On a scheduled day, Coln might meet a pilot from 

the Marine Corps Air Station in Beaufort, S.C., or 

another nearby air base to simulate a dog fight (a 

close-range aerial combat encounter) with one pilot 

assuming the role of the American pilot and the 

other simulating an advanced enemy fighter aircraft, 

such as the Russian MiG 29.  The pilot simulating the 

bad guy uses enemy ordnance and tactics but flies 

the plane to its full capability.  

“To set this up, we will have employed all of our 

radar and heat missiles,” said Coln.  “Now we’re to 

the point where we’re going to have to employ our 
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